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Duncan O’Brien brings his lifelong passion and decades of 
research to life in an original series of Enrichment Presentations 
that cover the glamorous and colorful history of passenger 
ship travel on the Pacific Ocean, between California, Hawai’i, 
the South Seas, New Zealand and Australia.
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Duncan’s vivid presentations are like a 
45-minute journey in a time machine. 
Many cruise passengers are connected 
to the Golden Age of steamship 
travel, or had family members 
who crossed the Pacific, for leisure, 
business, or during World War 2.  For 
newcomers to this story, it’s an eye-
opening and entertaining portrayal 
of the glamor, excitement and 
“Aloha” of travel as it once was. 
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In 1962, Duncan’s parents met aboard the Matson liner S.S. Monterey on a 
voyage to Australia, and as a child Duncan experienced the thrill of Pacific 
crossings with his family. This personal connection to the steamship era, and a 
background in the media, as a historian and content creator, have made him 
uniquely qualified to share these wonderful memories of the “good old days.”
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